[Pulmonary embolism: which diagnostic approach?].
The recent literature dealing with the diagnosis of pulmonary embolism is reviewed. Clinical signs, electrocardiogram and arterial blood gases analysis are not very helpful whereas a normal level of blood D-dimers makes the diagnosis of pulmonary embolism very unlikely. Lung scanning must be interpreted carefully in parallel with chest radiography. It is most useful if the pattern is either normal or of high probability. All intermediate scans are inconclusive and need a pulmonary arteriogram. Another option in patients with good cardiorespiratory reserve is the use of repeated non-invasive investigations of the lower limbs.